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Craig Keeland is a fifth
generation Texan, an SMU
Grad with an MBA from the
Wharton School of Finance.
Prior to 1991, Craig had an
extensive career in banking
and finance, and achieved
notoriety as as head of Her-
itage Corporation and as
Chairman & CEO of Guar-
anty Bank.

Later Craig found him-
selfin the middle of the Tex-
as oil, real estate,and bank-
ing collapse, Though Craig
suffered multi-million dol-
lar losses and found himself
deep in debt to investment
loans, over the course of
five years, he paid back ev-
ery single cent that was
loaned to him. This is some-
thing that gives him a great
deal of personal pride.

In 1991, Craig, who had
always studied optimum
health, asked how we could
all ‘live younger longer’,
and set out to uncover those
secrets.

He researched the lon-
gevity of people living high
in the Andes.

To that end, he founded
his own health and well-
ness products company and
gathered a team of world
class scientists to help cre-
ate an antioxidant rich nat-
ural product called ViaVi-
ente. It is now sold in fif-
teencountries.

He also started The Andes
Children’s Foundation, an
organization created to give

back to the Vilcabamba Val-

ley and support the educa-
tional needs of the children

of the area.

Where were you bom and
where did you grow up?

Born at Florence Nightingale
Baylor Hospital in Dallas, Tex-
as. Grew up mostly in Dallas,

What is something interesting

Dallas is a highly energetic en-
trepreneurial town with a can-
do spirit.

What were some fun times
you recall with your parents?
My grandparents showed me
unconditional love. Tt is some-
thing I will never forget. They
were married for more than six-
ty years, and I leamned to value
the ability to love uncondition-
ally from them. T always ad-
mired how my dad related to
people in a heartfelt way. He
liked helping people and was a
generous man to those who
needed help and support. I've

. Too much negativity
that contaminates
 our enth usmsm and

seen him go up agajnst some
powerful people to stand up
for someone who needed his
help.

What are some memorable
things about your teenage
years?

In high school I had the plea-
sure of attending Tuesday
evening seminars on entrepre-
neurship at the SMU Business
School where entreprencurs
like Norman Brinker, Sam
Wiley, M.B. Zale and James
Ling would talk about their
lives and their work.

Where else have you lived?
Philadelphia- while I was in
graduate school obtaining my
MBS from the Wharton School
of Finance.

Tell us about your family
today.
lhavemosonswhoam thej()y

Cassidyiustg:a uated from SMU
and traveled Europe. He was an
Eagle Scout and completed his
brown belt in Martial Arts as well
as sold books door-to-door for 2
summers. Chaseisalready ablack
belt in martial arts and is just en-
tering the Boy Scouts with the goal
of becoming an Eagle Scout. Ien-
joy spending time with the both
of them and traveling,

First job?
Served as financial advisor for L.D.
Brinkman, a successful Dallas
businessman who was the
founder and CEO of his own com-

pany.

What do you love about your
job today?

Working with people to restore
health and hope around the
world.

What has been a real struggle
for you?
Being an entrepreneur and getting

_ By: Sally Blanton .

over the financial humps that
come with the challenge.

moment?

After going into a great deal of
debt in the mid and early 80s
and have lost everything in the
financial collapsein 1987, I paid

= back every single cent that was

owed. Started over again.

What do you know for sure?
That with a positive attitude,
you can accomplish anything,

My faith with Jesus Christ my
lord and savior; My children;
My family members; My
church; My friends; People I
work with; Customers I work
with; People who are disabled
People who have a financial
difficulty; The children of the
Vilcabamba Valley - setup ACF
to help support their schools

Who or what makes you
laugh the loudest?

Jay Leno, Terry Bradshaw and
my sons.

Tell a vivid memory of

college life?

Traveling on Spring Break with
groups of friends to various
destinations including Acapul-

00, Mexico, and Vial, Colorado |

where we would ski and enjoy
time away fromschool and fam-
ily. I'still have many great rela-
tionships thatendure from those
college days and our Spring
Break trips together...time

away from school and family

| What is your wildest dream?

To give away $1 million to my
favorite charities (Andes Chil-
dren’s Foundation is among
them. This is a foundation I set
up to support the schools in the
village of Vilcabamba high in
the Andes Mountains in Ecua-
dor).

Do you have a “guiity plea-
sure”?

Movies like Talladega Nights
and Blades of Glory that my
boys and I enjoyed.

What are some inventions we
take for granted?

Electricity, cell phones, automo-
biles, computers, air condition-
ing, the Internet.

Who are some favorite

Will Farrell, ju:n Carey, Edee
Murphy.

What was your favorite

concert so far?
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{Continued on page 8)
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is convine

Do you have some favorite
t. Dallas restaurants? ]
Whe:n Jay addlessed the audi- When people come to town I like
ence, I spoke up and we started  to take them toanice Steak House
a conversation that resulted in like Del Frisco’s or 3 Forks Res-

( Con mued fmm page 8)
Leno was

my being invited to meet with taurant.
him and spend the day viewing
his car collection in Los Angeles. What are some beautiful
places you have seen in this
A mix tape you made would ~ Wworld?
have to include these songs: An amazing village high in the
Who do you wishyoucould  Andes Mountains in a rain forest,
sing like? Vilcabamba in Ecuador.
Frank Sinatra.
What have you seen that was
What do you think is just breathtaking?
about the best song ever I've been fortunate to see many
written? , breathtaking things. One thatI
America the Beautiful. enjoyed the mostis seeing sunris-
es and sunsets, especially the sun-
Who are some favorite .
hors? rise at Pebble Beach, CA.
Wan_'en Buffett, Steve Forbes, ywhat do you have way too
Dodie Osteen, Joel Osteen. much of? Or what do you wish
you had
What books have been oG of?
“unputdownable”? Iwish I had MORE patience.

Harold Simmons “The Golden
Boy”, Dodie Osteen “Surviving
Cancer” Joel Osteen “My Best

What purchase was a huge
mistake?

Life Ever” Investing in banking and real es-
tate in the early and mid 80s to

Any TV programs you just watch it all go away in the blink

have to watch? _ . ofaneyein1987.

Boston Legal and The Tonight

Show. Where do you find the best
bargains?

| What are some places you EBay

want to see before you die?

I have been very fortunate to What makes you say “Wow!”?

have seen most of the cities that Sunrises and sunsets, which I en-

1 wanted to travel to. One that
is left that I look forward to see-

joy almost every day.

ing is Geneva, Switzerland. What is unfathomable to you?
How people can go through this

What do you wish you had amazing world with a negative

said “no” to? mindset. It'ssuchawasteoftime.

Nothing. Ihave had a wonder-
ful life and have been blesses
with two healthy and loving

What is the worst problem
facing our country?

sons, great people around me Toomuchnegativity thatcontam-
and the opportunity of inates our enthusiasm and men-
having wonderful friends. tal focus

What can you not leave home What do you avoid at all costs?
without? Negative and greedy people.
My ViaViente Name a few famous people

that you have met.

Fortunate to have met all of the
presidents since Richard Nixon,
all of the Texas Governors since
Preston Smith. Alsohad theplea-
sure of meeting Rudy Giuliani,
Mitt Romney and John McCain.

What was an unforgettable
event you have attended?
Lunch in the White House.

if cost were not an object,
what would you buy tomor-
row?

IfI could buy it—wisdom tobe a
better person and to help more
people and to be a better father.

What made you say, “I'll never
doﬂ'latagmrn"?

Never use the word never. Itwill
come back to haunt you.

If you could take only one
thing with you when you leave
this life what would it be?

All of the amazing moments
with my 2 sons.

You are granted one “do-
over”. What will it be?

To rid myself of anger earlier in
life.

Computers are...
The greatest proven efficiency.

The world wide web is....

An amazing efficiency that has
allowed my business to thrive
and grow globally in record
time.

“«] have had a
wonderﬁll llfe and :
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